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Ua faapopo ni aso ua ae le tuua aso folau 

(Tui Atua Tupua Tamasese Ta’isi Efi, Chancellor of the National University of 

Samoa, Speech for the NUS Fundraising  7 December 2012) 

 

When approached to become the Chancellor of the National University of Samoa 

(NUS) in 2008, I was reminded that NUS was established because, among other 

things, modern Samoa needed a place that can protect and push our Samoan 

indigenous reference – our language, stories, philosophies, pedagogies, 

methodologies and worldview – onto the world stage.  The vision of NUS today, as 

stated in its calendar, is “to become an internationally recognised centre of 

excellence in academic and vocational education in the South Pacific region”, “to 

make a difference through training, research and innovation”; to encompass 

diversity; and to promote “excellence and global recognition as a world leader in 

Samoan Studies”. 

 

The NUS logo reads: “Ia ao Samoa”.  I take this as a reference to the “light” 

literally and figuratively found in enlightenment, which is the common objective 

and preserve of a university, of a place of higher learning. 

 

Running a successful University anywhere in the world is not easy.  It requires a 

lot of resources, committed staff, sound systems and structures, professional 

acumen and integrity.  But a university is a place not just for teaching specialized 

skills or imparting technical knowledge, it should also be a place that enlightens, 

enlivens and affirms the soul, the souls of all who breathe and move within it. 
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Cardinal Newman wrote two centuries ago, “A university training is the great 

ordinary means to a great but ordinary end; it aims at raising the intellectual tone of 

society...  It is the education which gives a man a clear conscious view of his own 

opinions and judgments, a truth in developing them, an eloquence in expressing 

them and a force in urging them.”  This kind of university education is what all 

universities seek to achieve, including the National University of Samoa. 

 

My friend the late Bernard Narokobi talked about the village as a university, as a 

place where people could learn about our “ancient, timeless, eternal” values; a 

place where “courses”, he says, “are offered in living”. Bernard saw light in our 

indigenous values, in our ways of living, our culture, the culture of our forebears, 

our parents and our children.  He saw the kind of light that we in the Pacific 

Islands, in Samoa, can use today to not only illuminate our minds but also our 

hearts and our souls. 

 

By Bernard’s logic, our Samoan villages are the soul of Samoa; they are the soul of 

our national university of Samoa.  The village or nuu is our birth home, our 

spiritual home, our intellectual home; the home that we belong to body and soul.  

In this village is held the knowledge base of our families, our parents and 

ancestors; the knowledge base of our university.  They hold our inheritance and 

our identity; they embody, carry and give life to that inheritance and imbue life and 

meaning in how we teach and learn knowledge.  They offer us a language that 

grounds us and give us roots and belonging as Samoan individuals, as Samoan 
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families and as a Samoan nation.  They are our compass and lodestar in our search 

for enlightenment. 

 

The decision to establish a university is a decision to both preserve and enhance 

universal and local knowledge.  It is a decision to open up history, culture, family 

stories, village stories, language, songs, plays, and so forth to careful, deliberate 

and loving study.  The light in the logo is the light in the lessons of God speaking 

to us through our language and culture.  It is the light of our forebears speaking to 

us through our history.  In setting up our own university we are trying to preserve 

this light by which God and our parents speak to us. 

 

In hard times we face the test of good husbandry because we have to seek and 

identify what is important and what is not, what is substance and what is not.  We 

have to prioritize.  The technical education of our children is important but more 

important are the lessons of spiritual heritage that feed and inspire.  

 

To be sure this heritage helped to sustain and reinforce the mental and physical 

skills of our Manu Samoa, both the 15s and the 7s in their recent games, fortifying 

their composure and courage.  This spiritual heritage helps to give and make light 

the pressures to succeed against overwhelming odds.  

 

In our discourse of navigation, we need a sturdy boat and anchor, sailing skills and 

knowledge of the environment.  We need to know when and where to anchor, 

when to set sail and when not to.  We also need positive faith in ourselves, respect 

for our environment and an enduring hope in survival.  In Samoan navigation 



4 
 

culture, there is a common saying, ua faapopo aso ua, ae le tuua aso folau (there is 

a time to reflect and a time for action; a time to wait and assess the elements and a 

time to set sail).  It is time to set sail. 

 


